
OKLAHOMA ABSTRACTORS BOARD 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

December 15, 2020 

 

 

1. A regular meeting of the Oklahoma Abstractors Board (OAB) was called to order by 

Chairperson Christina Wooten at 10:00 a.m., at the OLERS Conference Room, 421 NW 

13th Street, Suite 100, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

 

2. Scott Ward called the roll. Attending were: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, 

Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Absent: J. Thomas and 

Robert Getchell. 

 

3. The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the OAB, conducted on November 17, 2020, 

were reviewed. A motion was made by Mr. McDowell to approve the minutes as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bailey. Motion carried.  

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, Randy 

Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

4. Chairperson’s Report-Christina Wooten:  Ms. Wooten had nothing to report. 

 

5. Administrator’s Report (Board Report):  Ms. Smith had nothing to report. 

 

6. Committee Reports. 

a.) Budget and Finance – John Bailey: Mr. Bailey gave an update on the budget and 

presented the “Six Digit Expenditure Detail” Report showing monthly expenses of 

$7,770.74. The next report is the “Outstanding Encumbrances”. This is a list of 

expenses that we may or may not use; that amount is $59,516.91. . If we go to our 

“Operating Comparison” our total budget for this year is $279,226.00 and our total 

expenses and encumbrances are $148,560.82 for an annual variance of $130,665.46. 

The next report is the “Summary of Receipts and Disbursements” showing revenue of 

YTD of $83,993.67 and YTD expenditures are $104,180.67 for a YTD shortfall of 

$20,187.00. This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $737,360.29. After review 

and discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Bailey to approve the report as presented. 

Second by Mr. Bailey. Motion carried. 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

b.) Rules and Regulations - Mark Luttrull: Mr. Luttrull reported that there are some 

items to review for approval. During a conference call with the OLTA Legislative 

Committee, the following language was offered as a improvement to what we 

passed at the last board meeting.  The thought was, that our initiative language 

would allow someone “that has held” a license for five years in the past, but did not 

currently hold a license to be appointed. 

 

As passed:  



 

1. Six of the members shall be residents of this state who are either a holder 

of a current valid Certificate of Authority or an employee of a holder of a current 

valid Certificate of Authority that has held an Oklahoma Abstractors license for not 

less than five (5) years in a county in the district from which the member is 

appointed prior to appointment. One member shall be appointed from each of the 

following districts: 

 

Proposed amendment: 

§1-22 

1. Six of the members shall be residents of this state who are either a holder 

of a current valid Certificate of Authority or an employee of a holder of a 

current valid Certificate of Authority that who is a licensed abstractor 

and who has held an the Oklahoma Abstractors license for not less than 

five (5) years in a county in the district from which the member is 

appointed prior to appointment. One member shall be appointed from 

each of the following districts: 

 

I propose changing “an” to “the”. 

Mr. Luttrull made a motion to approve the amendment as presented. Second by Mr. 

McDowell. Motion carried. 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

He also reported that Representative Avery Frix has agreed to present the legislation 

provided that there are no limitations placed by the Governor on how many bills a 

legislator may present. If there is a limitation, Representative Frix will assign the 

legislation to someone else with the Board’s approval. 

 

At the previous Board Meeting, there was no motion to enter the Rulemaking process, 

so Ms. Smith asked for a motion to do so in order to proceed with that action. Mr. 

Luttrull made a motion to enter the Rulemaking process with the language that was 

approved at the November Board Meeting. Second by Mr. Coffman. Motion carried. 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

c.) Licensing and Testing-Kenneth McDowell:  Mr. McDowell reported that there had 

no testing since the last meeting. The next test date will be January 20th at the testing 

center. He also reported that the Committee had met after the Board Meeting the 

previous month to discuss the matter of providing the licensing exam to individuals 

outside the country. The Committee was able to develop a method that they felt was 

sufficient and not costly to the Board. The general thought is that each test would be 



placed into a sealed envelope and sent via sealed carrier package. The package would 

be opened on the day of the test in the view of the proctor who would be watching via 

Zoom or some other method. Each test would be opened by the individual test taker. 

Once the test was complete, the test would be placed into a provided envelope for 

each test taker and sealed then put into a carrier packet and sealed and sent back to 

the OAB office for grading and review.  

 

Ms. Smith asked for input from the Board. Mr. Coffman said that he felt it was a good 

plan but could not remember what had been discussed with regard to the background 

check process since they are foreign nationals. Ms. Smith said that it had not been 

discussed, but that there should be a way to perform some sort of background check. 

She also pointed out that the current legislation was only concerned with state and 

domestic based issues. She also presented that the foreign nationals would not have as 

much access to records at the courthouse as a domestically licensed abstractor.  

 

Marie Schuble asked if it was a statutory requirement that a background check be 

performed. Mr. McDowell stated that it was part of the statutes that someone could 

not have been convicted of certain felonies to receive a license and Ms. Smith pointed 

out again that those are felonies based upon the State of Oklahoma. There would also 

be no need to verify their tax information with the Oklahoma Tax Commission.  

 

Mr. Luttrull read the statute regarding the restriction against felony convictions. 

 

Mrs. Schuble thought that their names should be run through the system regardless of 

where they are located. Ms. Smith pointed out that they would not have domesticated 

social security numbers to use in the OSBI system but thought that the Board could 

check into running a background check on them in their local area.  

 

Ms. Smith asked Kristi French, with American Eagle who the company uses for their 

pre-employment background checks. Mrs. French indicated that Carrie McMullen 

would be the person to ask. Ms. Smith stated that she would check into the 

background check process and asked if there were any objections to the testing 

process. There were none. 

 

d.) Inspections-Katherine Smith: Ms. Smith reported that there had been no inspections 

since the last board meeting.  

 

e.) Enforcement Committee Reports-Jeff Mapes:  

Applications for Licenses:  Presented to the Board for approval was a list of 

applicants for abstract licenses or renewals, which are set out in the attachments 

hereto. A motion was made by Mr. Mapes to approve all of the licenses presented, 



subject to administrative review and to make sure all compliance issues were met and 

appropriate fees paid. Second by Mr. Coffman. Motion passed. 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

Renewal of Certificate of Authority: Presented to the Board for approval was an 

application for renewal of Certificate of Authority by Bailey Hans LLC dba Garfield 

County Abstract (Garfield), Bailey Hans LLC dba Humphrey Abstract Co (Garfield), 

Bailey Hans LLC dba Guarantee Abstract (Garfield), Greer Guaranty Abstract 

(Greer), New Century Abstract (McCurtain), Sovereign Abstract & Title of Okfuskee 

County, Goetzinger Abstract & Title Co dba Cimarron County Abstract, Security 

Abstract Company (Kay), Vinita Title Company, LLC dba Smith Brothers Abstract 

(Craig). A motion was made by Mr. Mapes to approve the applications. Second by 

Mr. Bailey. Motion passed.  

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: Mr. Luttrull voted No on New Century 

Abstract (McCurtain), Goetzinger Abstract & Title Co dba Cimarron County 

Abstract, and Security Abstract Company (Kay), because he feels their Final Title 

Reports are excessive, but yes to all others.  

 

Rate Change Only: Presented to the Board for approval was a rate change for 

Wagoner County Abstract.  A motion was made by Mr. Mapes to approve the change.  

Because the added information was in the wrong location and worded in a way that 

was difficult to understand, Mr. Luttrull suggested that the rate sheet tabled and be 

pushed back to the Enforcement Committee for clarification. A motion was made by 

Mr. Luttrull to do so. Second by Mr. Ward. Motion passed. 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

Application for New Permit to Build an Abstract Plant: Presented to the Board for 

approval was an application for a New Permit to Build an Abstract Plant from Ashflat 

Abstract, LLC (Coal).  A motion was made by Mr. Mapes to approve the application. 

Second by Mr. Luttrull. Motion passed. 

 

Ms. Smith reported that the application was complete and appeared that that the 

applicant, a former landman, had a firm understanding of what was needed to build 

the plant.  

 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

Application for New Permit to Build an Abstract Plant: Presented to the Board for 

approval was an application for a New Permit to Build an Abstract Plant from SCA 



Title, LLC dba Haskell County Abstract.  A motion was made by Mr. Mapes to 

approve the application. Second by Mr. Bailey. Motion passed. 

 

Ms. Smith reported that this is an experienced abstractor who owns a few companies 

and also recently completed a plant in LeFlore County. 

 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, 

Randy Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 

7. New Business:  Ms. Wooten asked for new business. There was none.  

 

8. Report Legal Counsel-Marie Schuble:  Ms. Schuble reported that he had worked with 

the Enforcement Committee. She also reported that she was working on a letter response 

to the courthouses which are not allowing access to abstractors. 

 

9. Visitor’s Comments: Ms. Wooten asked for any visitor comments. There was discussion 

regarding the blockage of abstractors’ access at the courthouses. Mr. Ward also suggested 

a collaboration with the OAR. 

 

10. Announcement of next meeting: Tuesday, January 19, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., 421 NW 

13th Street, Suite 100 (OLERS) Conference Room, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma unless 

there were still reasons to have the meeting via video conference.  

 

11. The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Wooten. 

A motion was made by Mr. McDowell to adjourn the meeting. Second by Mr. Bailey. 

Motion passed. 

 

Yeas: Christina Wooten, Jeff Mapes, John Bailey, Ken McDowell, Mark Luttrull, Randy 

Coffman and Scott Ward. Nos: None.  

 


